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Trafford Design Guide and Design Code – Stakeholder 
Engagement

We are 
here! 



Why do we need a boroughwide Code?





Timeline



The Trafford Design Guide 



Coding: First Principles

• Build code on guidance either existing or new.

• Coding? Borough wide or site / area specific? Masterplan for 
some sites?

• You are coding for what an area will become, which is not 
necessarily what it is now. 

• In house or consultants? 

• Which team in the Council drives it forward?

• Where is your focus? Corporate priorities? Something else?

• Evidence base? Supplementary plans coming.  



Area Types

• Area Types – don’t necessarily coincide with places. 

• Suburbs are fairly high level – we could be more granular 
but not possible to deliver in time with a Borough wide 
code.

• Granularity – choices about how much and what to code 
and how detailed that is.

• Might not have the same level of coding across all area 
types e.g. our suburbs will probably have less than our new 
places.

• Choices about what coding applies Borough wide and what 
applies only to a specific Area Type / development type.

• Coding for ‘no development’ / protected areas.



Wharfside Masterplan

• Only one of the ‘New Places’ without 
either a masterplan or a design 
framework. 

• Very high level Development Framework 
in production. 

• Area likely to undergo significant 
intensification of development.

• Allocated for 2000 new homes and 
25,000sqm of office space in emerging 
Local Plan.

• Major opportunity to masterplan a new 
community underpinned by the Trafford 
Design Code.



Community and Stakeholder Consultation

• In person / virtual?

• Think about the time of year / other things 
going on. 

• Which specific groups targeted?

• What consultation methods are used?

• In house / via consultant?



• Why are you coding? How do you know what 
constitutes good quality development? Look to your 
own area and what works. Take your Members out. 

• Most benefit for least effort.

• It is intended that the Trafford Design Guide and Code 
will be merged into one logically navigable document.

• The Draft Trafford Design Guide contains checklists 
some of which will be converted to coding.

• Some will be absolutes, some will be a list of options. 
If neither, then guidance. 

• What are your must haves?

Structure and Content



Lessons Learnt

• It is a MASSIVE undertaking to do it properly. 

• It will take more than a year.

• Do as much as possible  in-house and use it as an 
opportunity to upskill and train.

• Take your own photos in the summer.

• Undertake engagement in person.

• Think about the statutory planning framework. 

• Don’t be put off by viability concerns.

• Be bold and refuse poor design  - do not water your code 
down immediately with contrary decision making. 



Questions?


